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Washington, DC 20250

C.I&'om:. Ooit"', Inc.

c...~...¥
1'."""">'1',1"".

ConI"""".1 0 '1'
!'t'o4Uocs.ln<:.

e_1IIM WIle
p--." .A..n.

C.:" ,,-
ofl\meri<..!ttt.

oai_"... ~...tfifl~
Coo~r&!h9, ;I>C:.

Secretary Johanns:Dear

NMPF wishes to compliment your agency's efforts to expedite the adoption of a mandatory
national animal identification system (NAIS). which was discussed by you :3nd your staff last
week. Both the NAIS Draft Strategic Plan and Draft Program Standards document have been too >,

long in the development, and NMPF is pleased that the public will finally h(~ve the opportunity to
gain further insigtft and understanding of the plans for implementation of NA!$.

NMPF members believe that NAIS must be implemented at the earliest possible time as a
mandatory program, so as to be better able to protect our national dairy he!rdfrom the possible
introduction of highly contagious foreign animal diseases such as Foot-and-Mouth (FMD),

disease or to prevent the reemergence of costly domestic diseases such as Bovine T~berculosis.
NMPF believes that at some point in the near future, NAfS must become mandatory for all .

producers or owners of livestock in the U. S. All species and segments of the. <ljyestack industry
may becol11.e impacted by any particular disease event as commingling oo~urs"'"
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Given the.extraordinary effort that will be required to fully engage the entin~ livestock industry and

the time and cost. that will be required to develop and implement the neces;sary infrastructure to

support NAIS as a mandatory program, NMPF supports the current timefmme outlined in the
Draft Strategic Plan.. However, given the current and continuing vulnerability of the livestock

industry to foreign animal disease threats. NMPF believes every effort should be made to adhere
to the target timeframes and supports January 2009 as the absolute target date to have NAISfully operational. . --; --
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Our great hope is that the creation and implementation of this system bec()me~ a positive. lasting
legacy of your time as Agriculture Secretary, and we will work with you and others in the
department to help ensure its expeditious adoption.
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. Jerry KO7.a14 President/Chief Executive Officer.
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